
 
 
 

Chariho School Committee Special Meeting 
Second Executive Session - September 25, 2007 

Negotiations – Minutes to remain sealed until contract is ratified. 
 

Committee Members present:  Vice Chair Andrew Polouski, Giancarlo Cicchetti, Holly Eaves, Bill 
Felkner, Deborah Jennings, Robert Petit, Ronald Preuhs and Terri Serra.  
 
Administrators present:  Superintendent Barry Ricci, Assistant Superintendent Phil Thornton, Director 
of Finance and Administration Brian Stanley, and School Committee Clerk Donna Sieczkiewicz. 
 
Negotiations 
Andrew Polouski called the meeting, which had been recessed previously at 7:08 PM, to order at 
10:24 PM. 
 
The consensus of the Committee was that they would work off the proposals offered on September 
11th.  The Union’s new proposal cannot be a beginning point.  Bob Petit noted that he has heard that 
they are complaining about what they have to co-pay for health insurance.  If people only knew what 
was on the table, they would be shocked.   Bill Felkner felt that if they want to begin talks with their 
latest proposal, then there would be no sense in meeting.   
 
The Superintendent discussed strategy in the event of a job action.  He does not believe that the 
teachers will cross the picket line.  If they do not cross, school and extracurricular activities will be 
cancelled.  He will only cancel if teachers refuse to cross.  George Abbott questioned if it was illegal 
for teachers to strike to which Bill Felkner responded that it is illegal but there is no penalty to it.  
Superintendent Ricci did not feel that there would be any issues on Monday. 
 
Terri Serra commented on the amount of misinformation that is circulating.  Bob Petit felt the 
Committee needed to stand firm on their last offer.  Superintendent Ricci stated that the Union’s 
meeting was not a ratification meeting.  They cannot explain the proposal to their membership.  
Andrew Polouski added that he cannot believe they turned down the last proposal as it was very fair.  
As long as we don’t break the law, the public will support us.   They keep comparing themselves to 
teachers and administrators and they are completely different.  
 
The Superintendent stated that he will need the Committee to endorse his plan on handling a work 
stoppage.  Giancarlo Cicchetti noted his concern with closing with elementary students being left at 
home alone or at a bus stop.  Superintendent Ricci stated that if they picket, the secondary students 
will be brought back home and the elementary will not be picked up.  We could issue a press release 
on Sunday but we do not want to cause fear.  We should wait to see how we make out on Friday and 
Saturday.   
 
Giancarlo Cicchetti made a motion, seconded by Bill Felkner and it was 
VOTED:  To endorse the Superintendent’s plan in the event of a work stoppage only if the teachers 
do not cross the picket line and provide notification to parents/guardians that they should make other 
arrangements in the event of a strike.   In favor:  Cicchetti, Eaves, Felkner, Jennings, Petit, Preuhs 
and Serra.  Abstained:  Polouski.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 in favor with 1 abstention.   
 
Terri Serra made a motion, seconded by Bill Felkner and it was 
VOTED:  To return to open session at 11:04 PM.  In favor:  Unanimous. 
 
 
        __________________________________
         Donna J. Sieczkiewicz, Clerk 
   
   


